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AMENDMENTS TO THE CI. ATMS 



The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of determining information regarding at least one 
physical printer available to receive a print job from a client computer, comprising: 

calling a general printer driver directly from an application executed by the client 
computer; 

transmitting a query from the client computer. to a server via a network for an 
identification of the at least one available physical p rinter: 

receiving aa-the identification of the at least one available physical printer from the 

server; 

s electing a single one of the identified physical printers to receive trie print j ob: 
after the selecting, downloading a f il e from the sewer a file used to convert print data into 
a format specific to a-thc selected on e of the at lea s t on e available physical p rinter: and 

wherein the general printer driver is accessible as a destination printer in a print menu, 
and wherein the general printer driver is configured to launch a printing agent to initiate the 
transmitting when the general printer driver is selected as the destination printer. 

2. (Currently amended) The method according to claim further comprising: 
launching a printing agent with the general printer driver, the printing agent generating 

the query transmitted from the client computer to the sewer for the identification of the at lea st 



3. (Original) The method according to claim 2> wherein the general printer driver is a 
PostScript printer driver. 




Page 2 of 17 



PAGE 6/21 * RCVD AT 2/5/2007 2:10:37 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/5 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:941 536 2432 * DURATION (mm-ss):07-54 



Feb 05 2007 12: 14PM 



941 -536-2432 



HP Docket No. 10011462-1 



4. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the downloaded file is a printer 
description file and the method further comprises overwriting a generic printer description file 
with the downloaded printer description file and converting application specific data to be 
printed i;o printer specific data using the downloaded printer description file. 

5. (Original) The method according to claim 4, wherein the generic printer description file 
is temporarily overwritten until completion of the conversion. 

6. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein the identification ®f 
t h e at least one available print e r re ceive d from tho server is a list of printers. 

7. (Original) The method according to claim 6, wherein the list of printers incl udes 
information from one or more of a physical location, a printer capability and a network address. 

3. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently amended) A client computer adapted for communication with a network, the 
network having a server and at least one physical printer available to receive a print job , the 
client computer having a utility for determining information regarding the at least one available 
physica l printer comprising: 

means for calling a general printer driver directly from an application executed by the 
client computer; 

means for transmit ling a query to the server via a network for an identification of the at 
least one available physical printer; 

means for receivi ng an- thc identification of the at least one available physical printer from 
the server; 
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means for selecting a single one of the identified physical, printers to receive the prin t job; 

means fo r, a flex the selecting, downloading a file from the server a file used to convert 
print data into a format specific to a-the selected on e of the at least o Be-av ai l ablc - physical printer: 
and 

wherein the general printer driver is accessible as a destination printer in a print menu, 
and wherein the general printer driver is configured to launch a printing agent to initiate the 
transmit ling when the general printer driver is selected as the destination printer. 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Original) The client computer according to claim 9, wherein the downloaded file is a 
printer description file and the client computer further includes means for overwriting a generic 
printer description file with the downloaded printer description file and means for converting 
application specific data to be printed to printer specific data using the downloaded printer 
description file. 

1 2. (Original) The client computer according to claim 1 1 , wherein the generic printer 
description file is temporarily overwritten until completion of the conversion. 

13. (Original) The client computer according to claim 9, wherein (he identification of the 
at least one available printer received from the server is a list of printers including information 
from one or more of a physical location, a printer capability and a network address. 

14. (Currently amended) The client computer according to claim 9, further comprising 
means for displaying the identification of the at least one available physical printer for the-a_user 
to select the selected ette-efjhe- at lea st o n e availablo physical printer. 
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15. (Currently amended) A program embodied in a computer readable medium to 
determine information regarding at least one physical printer available to receive a print job from 
a client computer, comprising: 

general printer driver code accessible as a destination printer in a print menu of an 
application executed by the client computer, the general printer driver code directly callable by 
the application when selected as the destination printer; and 

printing agent code launchable by the general printer driver code, the printing agent code 
including 

code that transmits a query irom the client computer to a server via a network for an 
identification of the at least one available physical printer; 

code that receives an identification of the at least one available physical printer from the 
server; and 

code that , after selection of a single one of the identified physical printers to receive th e 
print job , downloads a II le from the server a file used to convert print data into a format specific 
to arthe selected o ne of t h e at least o ne available phvsical printer. 

16. (Previously presented) The program according to claim 15, wherein the general 
printer driver code is called from the application in response to a print command entered by a 
user. 

17. (Original) The program according to claim 16, wherein the general printer driver is a 
PostScript printer driver. 

18. (Original) The program according to claim 15, wherein the downloaded file is a 
printer description file and the program further comprises code that overwrites a generic printer 
description file with the downloaded printer description file so that a printer driver can convert 
application specific data to be printed to printer specific data using the downloaded printer 
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description file. 

19. (Original) The program according to claim 18, wherein the generic printer description 
file is temporarily overwritten until completion of the conversion. 

20. (Currently ainended) The program according to claim 15, wherein the identification of 
the at least one available physical printer received from the server is a list of printers. 

21 . (Original.) The program according to claim 20, wherein the list of printers includes 
information from one or more of a physical location, a printer capability and a network address. 

22. (Currently amended) The program according to claim 15 ? further comprising code that 
displays the identification of the at least one available printer for t-be- abuser to select the selected 
ene-of4 h e at least on e available physical printer. 

23. (Currently amended) A program embodied in a computer readable medium for 
execution by a server to enable a client computer to determine information regarding at least, one 
physical printer available to receive a print job from the client computer, comprising: 

code that receives a query from the client computer via a network for an identification of 
the at least one available physical printer, the query initiated by an application executed by the 
client computer directly calling a general printer driver, the general printer driver accessible as a 
destination printer in a print menu and configured to launch a printing agent to initiate the query 
when the general printer driver is selected as the destination printer; 

code that transmits an identification of the at least one avai lable physical printer to the 
client computer; and 

code that , after selection of a s ingle one of the identified physical printers to receive th e 
print job, transmits a file to the client computer, the file used to convert print data into a format 
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speci fic to a- the selected on@ of the at least one avai l able physical printer. 

24. (Original) The program according to claim 23, wherein the downloaded file is a 
printer description file. 

25. (Currently. amended) The program according to claim 23, wherein the identification of 
the at least one available physical printer is a list of printers. 

26. (Original) The program according to claim 25. wherein the list of printers includes 
information from one or more of a physical location, a printer capability and a network address. 

27. (Currently amended) The program according to claim 23, further comprising code that 
polls network devices to determine the identification of the at least one available physical_printer. 

28-29. (Canceled) 

30. (Previously presented) A method of determining information regarding at least one 
printer available to receive a print job from a client computer, comprising: 

calling a general printer driver directly from an application executed by the client 
computer; 

transmitting a query from the client computer to a server via a network for an 
identification of the at least one available printer; 

receiving an identification of the at least one available printer from the server; 

downloading a file from the server used to convert print data into a format specific to a 
selected one of the at least one available printer; and 

wherein the general printer driver is accessible as a destination printer in a print menu, 
and wherein the application is configured to launch a printing agent to initiate die transmitting 
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when the general printer driver is selected as the destination printer. 

31. (Currently amended) A method of determining information regarding at least one 
printer available to receive a print job from a client computer, comprising: 

providing a general printer driver on the client computer accessible as a destination 
printer in a print menu; 

selecting the general printer driver as the destination printer directly from an application 
executed by the client computer; 

responsive to the selecting, launching a printing agent on the client computer from the 
general printer driver; 

transmitting a query from the printing agent to a server via a network for an identification 
of the at least one available printer; 

receiving at the client computer an identification of the at least one available printer from 
the server in response to the query; 

selecting, via the general printer driver, a single one of the at least one available printer to 
print the prim job; and 

after selecting the printer, downloading from the server to the client computer a file 
configured to convert the print job into a format specific to the selected printer; and 

printing the print job on the selected printer. 

32. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , comprising: 

using the downloaded file, converting the print data into the format specific to the 
selected one of the at least one available printer; and 

printing the converted print data on the seLected on e of the at least one avail ablc pjrysical 

printer. 

33. (New) The method according to claim 1 % wherein the transmitting is performed after 
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the calling. 

34. (New) The method according to claim 1, wherein the selecting is performed hy a user. 

35. (New) The method according to claim 30, wherein the transmitting i:> performed after 
the calling. 

36. (New) The method according to claim 31, wherein the transmitting is performed after 
the selecting the general printer driver. 
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